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PROPOSED ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AT TECHNICAL MEETING 
The technical-level meeting on cooperation for development is convened pursuant to the recommendations emanating from the 2018 Meeting of High-Level Authorities of Cooperation of OAS Member States to strengthen cooperation and partnerships for development in the hemisphere. The meeting will provide technical guidance to arrive at a consensus on a way forward to further implement Cooperation Authorities’ recommendations.
1. Strengthening and maximizing the potential of existing OAS/CIDI instruments for driving regional and sub-regional development cooperation.
a. Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD)
: The Agency was established to promote, coordinate, manage, and facilitate the planning and execution of programs, projects, and "partnership for development activities" within the framework of the OAS. In recent years however, the IACD and its Management Board has not been optimized in overall cooperation efforts. In this regard, together with the evolution of the cooperation landscape; as well as the global efforts towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, specifically goal #17, this session will focus on:
· How should the Agency be repositioned as a central entity for regional cooperation?

· How best to ensure that the IACD acts as an umbrella body to manage and organize cooperation across sectors?
· How can the IACD provide a coherent and predictable approach to reporting on cooperation emanating from within OAS/SEDI?
· What steps can be taken to better align and coordinate with Member States’ Cooperation Authorities and with similarly-mandated institutions?
b. Development Cooperation Fund (DCF/FEMCIDI): A technical cooperation fund made-up of voluntary contributions from Member States, which was restructured in 2014 for greater effectiveness and cost-efficiency. After 5 years operating under the new structure, the Fund remains under-capitalized as voluntary contributions from Member States have systematically diminished while the demand for development cooperation programs has increased.
· What steps can be taken to attract Member State resources to re-capitalize the Fund in order to meet their needs?
· Is the programming cycle under the current structure serving the needs of Member States?

· How can Member States’ voluntary contributions be leveraged to attract additional sources of funding from other partners, including the private sector?

c. CooperaNet: The Inter-American Cooperation Network (CooperaNet) was established in 2009 by Cooperation Authorities
, and envisioned as a mechanism to facilitate dialogue among the Cooperation Authorities, contribute to the exchange of cooperation management experiences, encourage cooperation among the Member States, and heighten the effectiveness of cooperation in the Americas. Since 2014, the CooperaNet Platform was designed as an online hub for multi-stakeholder cooperation and partnerships. More recently, the Secretariat has undertaken a technological updating of the platform to enable interaction among development cooperation policy-makers and practitioners, optimize partnerships, build alliances, and leverage development assistance, while providing ongoing access to technical cooperation opportunities. 
· How can Member States’ Cooperation Agencies contribute to a dynamic, useful and sustainable platform?
· How to maximize and ensure Member State engagement?
· How to guarantee funding for sustainability?
· Should private sector contributions be considered, and how to attract them?
· How to best position CooperaNet as a one-stop cooperation hub, integrating all OAS/SEDI cooperation efforts, including those ultimately led by specialized networks and technical areas?
d. OAS Scholarships Program and Capital Fund:  As one of the longest-standing and most recognized programs of the OAS, the Scholarships program established in 1958 grants scholarships for the pursuit of Undergraduate, Master’s, and Doctoral Degrees and Graduate Research. The Program has historically relied heavily on OAS Regular Funds, which have diminished over the last decade threatening its viability. 
· How to grow the Capital Fund to ensure the Program’s sustainability?
2. Aligning Ministerial Processes with Cooperation: The OAS, as the ultimate forum for political dialogue in the Americas, holds eleven high-level specialized sectoral meetings related to development. Most of these meeting are held in the framework of CIDI – which has the “purpose to promote cooperation among its Member States for the furtherance of their integral development”. The OAS/SEDI is responsible for coordinating, supporting and facilitating the implementation of Ministerial and Authorities’ recomendations and mandates through technical cooperation programs and initiatives.
· How to better define a connection between sectorial authorities, cooperation authorities, and other potential partners in Ministerials’ planning, implementing, and reporting processes?
· How can Ministerial processes better serve the needs of Member States and spur regional cooperation?
3. Challenges and opportunities for leveraging private sector competences and resources for development:
· How do we ensure that Member States are well-served as we seek to pursue new partnerships with the private sector? 

· Presentation of SEDI’s “Roadmap for Private Sector Engagement and Multi-Sectoral Partnerships”.
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� Statues of the IACD � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=cidi/doc.&classNum=41&lang=e" �http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=cidi/doc.&classNum=41&lang=e� 


� Consensus of Bogota (Approved during the seventh plenary session held on October 27, 2009) � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_09/CEPCD02093E04.doc" �http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_09/CEPCD02093E04.doc� 





